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Colin Firth. actor
I wenl to Loch Fyne when
I was about to gel married
and have since met (wo
actors who had their
weddings next to the loch -
it seermed imbued with an
L impossibly romantic glow.

Geri Halliwell, pop star
‘Everybody wanted a photo of me when | left
the Spice Girls. In Mauritius, lovely Sol
Kerzner, the hotel owner, gave me back my
life by fiying me home in secret by private jetl’_
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Katie Bowman, features editor
| always thought Club Class a shallow
extravagance until | was upgraded: the
champagne, the flat beds, the free manicure,
the sleep suit - it was all too much, Then justin
Timberlake got on board and | nearly died.

Tara Palmer-
Tomkinson. socialile
'Sir David Tang once
lew me to Beijing lor a
privale lunch at the Ming
l)\”il?"\l\ T(Hllll.‘-i! l' Wis il“
. “'l".‘ impressive,
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Kelly Rowland, singer
‘When | was in Cabo San
Lucas, we hired a chef
on our boat, who
prepared these fish
tacos. It sounds really
simple but he put this
sauce on them that was
so good | ate seven.
| asked him what was
in the sauce but he
wouldn't tell me - it was
a family secret.
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Heston Blumenthal. chef
“The most luxurious holiday
I ever had was Christmias
in Whister at the Four
Seasons. They take vour
skis lrom you and when you
put your bools on, they

L bring vou hot chocolale.

Jimmy Choo, shoe maestro
‘Lasttime | was in Penang, | stayed at the
Shangri-La Rasa Sayang hotel. It was magical -
bathing in my balcony tub, with inspiring views
of my home wrapping around me’

Yvette Myers, cabin crew
Iloved the spa music at Stoke Park Club (in
Buckinghamshire). A massage can be ruined
by plinky-plonky music, but here they play
cool ‘60s lounge tracks, Bond classics. even

L birdsong. It made the experience for me!’

Nuala Harvey.
production editor
T once peed to poetry at The
Dorchester! They pipe itinto
the lovely Arl Deco loos in
the China Tang bar: style.
function — and culture!

Roger Saul,
founder of Mulberry
‘tonce met a Maharajah
inJodhpur who invited
me to his estate. To
mark his inauguration
as head of the family
following his father’s
death, he cut a goat's
throat with his father's
sword. It was one of the
most moving occasions

| I've ever experienced.

Dita Von Teese,
burlesque performer
I was headlining at
the MGM Grandin Las
Vegas. They put mein
their Presidential Suite,
whichiis like 2,000sg m.
It was pretty extravagant,
with four bedrooms
over two storeys and
butler service - I've never
even lived in a house

that big! |

Sally Howard, travel writer
‘The L. omme Beds at the new Dubai Design
Hotel are furniture's answer to the iPod, with
loads of functions including light therapy,

a shield against electromagnetic waves and -

L the best bit - a built-in massage system.’

Laura Mereer.
personal shopper
‘Guests staving al The
Mandarin Oriental Tokyvo
who've llown the l'(‘d-(\(- are
mel by a car with shpp(‘ 'S in

the back. 1 couldn’t believe it!”

Liam Lambert,
Mandarin Oriental
'On my honeymoon at
Las Brisas Acapuico,
a3 man came to our room
0 “change the flowers".
Laden with a basket of
pink hibiscus, he cleared
the floating blooms from
the pool, and replaced
them with fresh ones.
That's when | knew the

| true meaning of luxury’

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

[08948-541
116548031 - NELMCD

Pack Page 3 of 8

Article Page 2 of 7



Source: Sunday Times Travel Magazine {Supplement}

Edition:

Country: UK

Date: Sunday 1, March 2009
Page: 28,29,30,31,33....
Area: 2532 sg.cm

Circulation; ABC 47503 Monthly

BRAD info: page rate £6,500.00, scc rate £40.00

Phone: 020 7306 0304
Keyword: Lomme

durrants

Anthony Peregrine.
Lravel wriler
“Torchlil dinner while on
salari in the Namibian
desert was startlingly
‘ beautiful = and then we
L got startlingly plastered!

Julia Buckley, travel editor of
The London Paper
‘I'm a sucker for a good bathroom, sc | loved
Oxfordshire’s Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons The
tub was extra-long - and came with fresh
sprigs of rosemary and handmade soap.’

Susan d’'Arcy, The Sunday Times
luxury travel expert
'On Oberoi's Nile cruise, | was given a private
view of Edfu's amazingly preserved temple of
Horus. To have its thousands of years of
history all to myseif was an utter privilege.

Steve heenan.
Times Online travel editor
Andante Travels” Wessex

weekends inelude a privale
tour ol the inner ¢irele al
Stonchenge. Seeing it al
davwn was unlorgettable.

—

Amanda Hyde,
commissioning editor
‘A weekend champagne
tasting at a chateau
in Reims with Veuve
Clicquot was amazing.
By the time we got to
dessert, | was spouting
adjectives like a
wannabe Oz Clarke. It
costs almost £2,000,
but it was a once-in-a-

L lifetime experience.

\ikki Tinto.
founder ol i-eseape.com
T hate it when you gel
locked into having an ullra-
rich seven-course supper on
a holel weekend. 1t's lovely
_lor one night but nol two!’

Katie Bowman,
features editor
‘Butler service is so overrated - | found it
intrusive and embarrassing. He was always
there, waiting to tie my shoes or semething.
He once walked in on me in the shawer!"

Larry Keegan, pilot
‘After a week on a cruise, | wanted tojump
ship. Stepping onboard and waving goodbye
toindependence meant | couldn't escape the
entertainment, which ranged from “Pirate
Night" to a geriatric talent contest’

Ewan McGregor, aclor
Tve travelled on private jeis
and they're very nice, but
nol 100 eco-lriendlv. 1 don'
choose 1o lake them. The
biggest luxury is travelling
by bike on your own.

Liam Lambert,
Mandarin Oriental
I dined at a renowned
restaurant in the US.
When the bill arrived, |
was offered the choice
of five pens to sign with:
a Mont Blanc, a Cross,
a Sheaffer... It was
ridiculous. | think it's a
shame when luxury tips
over into excess - the
concept loses its value.’
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Boals never live iy ey
Lhedr immoe ol Janes-
ol -__'_|.'41||uit|' | 1ook
aleip on the Rania
I s perience xachl in Hhie
\aldives, The exterionr
wits <oy bl insicde was
like s Fosses niehitelal
— white leather ~b|.1:_,-[‘i|u.'
.'lllr.l wilill\ AR A H|_ \\1I|‘-l'.
vor e neser e lronn
aeress members whiely

kills the rommnee,

Sally Howard, travel writer
Of course | fell in love with Angkor Wat on
paper - the sublime bas-reliefs, the grand
temple galleries and corn-cob turrets. And,
like many, | hailed the 12th-century temple
complex as the emblem of a nation piecing
together its pride af ter the bloody toll of civil
war, Sadly, if Angkor symbolises anything, it's
Cambodian governmental corruption: its
USS20 entrance fee padding the pockets of a
huge petrochemical company (which puts
very little back into the crumbling site’s
upkeep) and lucrative local businesses owned
by South Koreans, in return for giving bent
Phnom Penh politicians kickbacks. Worst is
the unmanaged tourist flux trampling this
battered country's heritage underfoot

L there was a slight hostility towards visitors

sy

Katie Melua, singer
I went diving in Barbados, but I'd nevergo
back - | wasn't too impressed. It was too
touristy and the divide between rich tourists
and the locals was just too much, plus | felt

Nick Hughes, kuoni
‘Airport lounges can be very
hit and miss... Some are ¢
genuine |1|(':IHIII‘(' lo escape
to. but there are others thal
bring new meaning (o the
phrase “sardines in a tin",

Andrew Overton,
Orient-Express
‘Many hotels deem it
necessary to fit the
latest, complicated
gadgets to operate
simple appliances, such
as air-conditioning
units. Guests are left
frustrated having spent
much time and many
calls to reception trying
to figure it all out.
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